
 

 

 

                             
 Sharon Dawson 

                             
  Evie Zaic

Some people at First Church 
might think we are joined at 
the hip.  If you see one, you 
will usually see the other. Our 
work in The Alliance is no 
exception. This is our second 
year as Luncheon Coordina-
tors.    

Following in The Alliance’s 
tradition of service, luncheon 
table centerpieces focus on 
providing support for various 
causes. The generosity of The 
Alliance to contribute to these 
monthly fund raisers has been 
inspirational.  Projects in past 
months have benefited the 
Salmon Street Shelter, the Ore-
gon Food Bank, the Mosaic 
Restoration, the RE Program, 
DACA Scholarships and oth-
ers.  Our January 2018 collec-
tion will be sheets and towels 
for the Salmon Street Shelter 
families. 

Years ago we were colleagues 
at Boise Elliot School in N. 
Portland with Marilyn Palmer 
who told us that First Church 
might be the perfect spiritual 
fit.  We both joined First Uni-

tarian Church shortly after 
George Bush’s second election. 
From there it was an easy transi-
tion to teaching in the Children’s 
RE program where we have en-
joyed working with five year 
olds and their families for about 
12 years now.  

We have been active on the 
church’s Membership Commit-
tee and have co-chaired the An-
nual Auction Committee for five 
years. Shirley Rogers didn’t un-
derstand how we could be co-
chairs of the auction and not be 
Alliance members. She invited 
us to come to one of the lunch-
eons. That did it!  

We love being part of the Alli-
ance community as your lunch-
eon coordinators.  And we will 
be calling on many of you to 
give us a hand with set up and 
clean up at some point.  Thank 
you in advance for all your 
help.       

Yours in Fellowship, 

Sharon Dawson and Evie Zaic, 
Luncheon Coordinators        

UPCOMING  

PROGRAMS 

January 10 (note date) 

Grace Kook-Anderson 

Curator of NW Art,     

Portland Art Museum, 

“Northwest Women   

Modernists”  

 

February 7 

Leroy E Bynum Jr 

Dean, College of the Arts, 

Portland State University 

MEMBER IN PROFILE: Dotti Chidester 

LEADERSHIP NOTES: LUNCHEONS  

Dotti Chidester steps up to the 

microphone each Alliance 

meeting and keeps us in touch 

with news of our beloved 

members—our ‘Joys and 

Concerns.’ At first a bit un-

nerved by “getting up in front 

of us all,” she also admits to 

being inspired by us.  She is 

quick to credit Lynne Bacon 

with recruiting, then mentor-
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Support The Alliance’s final 

Greens Sale day: 

Sunday, December 10   
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ing her. 

Thriller, Dotti’s exuberant 

black Labrador (rescued one 

Halloween), greets visitors at 

the door to her bungalow. Just 

inside, a grand piano occupies 

a prominent space. “I’ve 

played piano all my life,” Dotti 

confesses. Only recently she 

and neighbor Suzanne Kosan-

ke have been tinkling the 

keys with duets! 

Dotti has spent most of her 

life in Portland. She attend-

ed Grant High School and 

was married in a local 

Protestant church. She 

raised three sons who now 

live in Washington DC, Chi-

cago and Mauritania, Africa.       
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At mid-life she returned to 

school. Determined to avoid a 

desk job, she earned a degree 

as a Physical Therapy Assis-

tant and worked at the VA 

Hospital where she says, “I 

loved working with patients 

to regain mobility!”  

Joining First Church 20 years 

ago “because I belonged 

here,” Dotti’s devotion to 

service has guided her. She 

has served on Tom Disrud’s 

ministerial committee, as well 

as the search committee for 

Director of Music leading to 

DeReau’s appointment. For 

six years she served as a Lay 

Minister, a position in which 

she enjoyed great community 

with other lay ministers “who 

were there for me when I 

needed it.” She participated in 

the first Wellspring class. 

While our programs excite 

her, she is especially inspired 

by other members. At a recent 

Alliance luncheon, Dotti dis-

covered one more example of 

community—a fellow class-

mate from Grant High, same 

year—sitting beside her. 

“That was fun!” she smiles. 

“Here I’ve learned to say yes 

to unfamiliar experiences. I’m 

learning and growing so much 

I don’t want to miss Sunday 

mornings. I feel so lucky!” 

 

 

nal members of the Ladies 

Sewing Society fascinating. 

“They spoke to me, saying, 

‘Don’t forget us.’”  She ad-

mits that archival tidying “just 

feeds my soul.”  

Judith’s attention to every 

detail as well as the big pic-

ture perfectly fit her role as 

Administrative Assistant in 

the trucking business she and 

her husband created. The 

company grew rapidly. Then 

in 1999 her beloved husband 

and their twenty year old son 

died in a crash of the compa-

ny’s twin-engine airplane. In 

spite of huge personal and 

business challenges, she says 

“I had learned the business, so 

I was able to keep it.” She 

still maintains three truck 

terminals. Again she married, 

“A gift,” she says, but lost her 

second husband just a few 

years later. 

In spite of painful life transi-

tions, Judith remains resilient. 

“I feel we [are all] carried by 

help we don’t see, but have 

available.” She joined First 

Church and The Alliance in 

2011, co-chairing with 

Shirley Rogers almost imme-

diately. Judith appreciates 

community with Good Times, 

welcomes us all twice month-

ly as usher, and loves teach-

ing 1st/2nd graders in the 

Learning Community. 

While Judith’s service at First 

Church enriches us all, she 

also maintains loving, fre-

quent connections with her 

six grandchildren and two 

great-grandchildren. “I feel so 

blessed to be a part of their 

lives.” We at First Church are 

also blessed to receive Ju-

dith’s many gifts to us. 

MEMBER IN PROFILE: Judith Scott 

Judith unlocks the door to 

her Pearl District condo and 

we walk into the quiet, love-

ly home. Books flank the 

fireplace and numerous, 

framed family photos of 

weddings and other celebra-

tions cross the mantel and 

fill the shelves. Judith values 

the safety of this building for 

which she is chair of Emer-

gency Planning. She’s well-

qualified, having completed 

Neighborhood Emergency 

training offered by the city 

of Portland.  

Perhaps it is the safe-

keeping of records that drew 

her interest to archives. 

Mentored by Helen Lee, 

Judith is presently the Alli-

ance archivist. She preserves 

the current affairs of The 

Alliance and tidies its 150-

year records. She finds the 

1887 photo of the 43 origi-

Dotti Chidester, continued 
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JOIN US! 

For only $20 a year in dues, 

members are enriched by 

fellowship, learning, and 

service to the First Unitarian 

community.   

To join, pick up a form at a 

monthly luncheon or email 

Petie Padden at 

petiepad@icloud.com.   

Visitors are always 

welcome. 

Find us online: www.firstunitarianportland.org/connection/affinity-groups/alliance                                               


