
 

 

 

It’s been a pleasure to meet so 
many members of The Alli-
ance this past year and to be 
on the Leadership Team—a 
most rewarding experience. I 
learn about our church when 
we discuss the support we 
provide—fundraising and 
otherwise. The monthly pro-
grams have taught me a lot 
about my “new” city. 
 
Yours in fellowship, 
Petie Padden,  
 Membership Chair 
petiepad@icloud.com 
 

The Membership Committee 
is happy to announce that 
85% of our previous members 
renewed before our 2017-
2018 yearbook went to press 
in mid-September.  The year-
books will be distributed at 
our meeting today.  New 
memberships and renewals 
are always welcome. Year-
books can also be picked up at 
future luncheons. 
 
I maintain the membership 
records and print name tags. I 
also staff the Membership 
table at luncheons should you 
have questions.  The team 
working with me covers five 
key areas.  
 
1. Database Entries and 

Updates provided by our 
Treasurer, Ken Wheeler.  

2. Joys and Concerns 
headed up by Dotti 
Chidester. 

3. Rides to monthly meet-
ings for members who 
don’t have transport, ar-
ranged by Warren Bacon. 

4. Telephone List  coordi-
nated by Elsa Porter to 

connect with members 
who don’t have email 
access. 

5. Memorial Services sup-
port managed by Lynne 
Bacon. 

 
Your membership form re-
sponses provide names to 
assist in the above areas and 
other activities of The Alli-
ance. 
 
Membership hosts an annual 
luncheon for new members. 
Newcomers can meet the 
Leadership Team and each 
other and learn about opportu-
nities for service in our com-
munity. A mentor is also 
available should a new mem-
ber ask for a contact as they 
learn about the organization.   
 
Thank you for your member-
ship. As you know it helps 
The Alliance support many 
areas of the church.  We  ap-
preciate the volunteering that 
so many of you do.  It helps 
keep The Alliance the strong 
organization it is. 
 

UPCOMING  

PROGRAMS 

November 1 

Laura Gunderson 

Editorial Pages Editor, 

Oregonian/OregonLive 

 

December 6 

First Church’s own Noah 

Carr and Signe Lusk, 

“Musical Journeys in 

Black and White” 

MEMBER IN PROFILE: Ann Gormley 

LEADERSHIP NOTES: MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

Ann Gormley has a long his-

tory of commitment to a vari-

ety of Unitarian churches, 

including this one.  While her 

attendance here at First 

Church during her children’s 

middle-school years and again 

the past three years was some-
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GREENS SALE  

Volunteer Sign-up To-

day—We need your 

hands, please be generous 

as always. 

Sew-In—Come create 

items for our Greens Sale.  

Saturday, October 28, 

10:00am to 2:00pm 

Presale—Order wreaths 

and special greens at the 

November Alliance meet-

ing.  Additional opportuni-

ties on Sundays, Novem-

ber 19 & 26  in Fuller and 

Buchan. 

Treasures & Boutique-
Bring items to the Novem-

ber Alliance meeting or to 

special Holiday Boutique 

boxes in Fuller Hall on 

Sundays in November. All 

items must be received by 

November 26. 

what sporadic, that pattern 

changed during the presiden-

tial election of 2016.  That 

summer, Ann claims, “I could 

not do [the election] by my-

self.  I needed a support com-

munity and an anchor.”  She 

joined First Unitarian Portland 

in 2016 because “this liberal 

church confirms my values 

and choices.” 

Growing up in Eugene, 

Ann’s first church experi-

ences failed to stir her inter-

est. Her earliest encounter    



 

 

with Unitarian churches be-

gan in her early 20s. Follow-

ing graduation from U of O 

with a K-2 teaching position 

near San Jose, she joined a 

Unitarian singles group hiking 

and staying overnight at 

Phantom Ranch on the Grand 

Canyon floor. 

When she and her husband 

and two babies landed in Boi-

se a few years later, they be-

came involved with the Uni-

tarian Fellowship—as much 

as baby-rearing would allow.  

More leadership roles contin-

ued at Fellowships in Rose-

burg and Portland’s Eastrose.  

Close connections with con-

gregants “were very satisfy-

ing,” she admits, “and a lot of 

work.” 

Energy has rarely been in 

short supply in Ann’s life! 

She speaks enthusiastically 

about her “passion for skiing” 

and those exciting years tear-

ing down the slopes. Only a 

shoulder injury last winter—

and perhaps a bit of caution 

urged by five grandchildren, 

has dimmed her enthusiasm… 

slightly. 

Ann found much satisfaction 

running her own business 

selling and leasing art to cor-

porations. Now retired, Ann 

volunteers with the Villages 

Movement and acts as a rep-

resentative for the RiverWest 

(SW Portland) branch. She 

believes we “all need to be 

connected.”  

In 2016 Ann joined The Alli-

ance.  Always lively and en-

gaging, she will be in  her 

preferred element during ser-

vice with the Greens Sale! 

 

 

which to be married, First 

Church supplied Eliot Chapel.  

When grieving the death of 

her husband, Tricia’s “come 

to church” invitation an-

swered her needs.  Marilyn 

Sewell’s preaching served as 

a “vital part of my healing,” 

Chris claims.  She joined First 

Church in 1996.  Although 

she drifted away at times due 

to teaching demands, once 

again Tricia reconnected her 

when she reminded Keith 

Abernathy to give Chris a 

call.  Yes, they married in 

Eliot Chapel! 

Chris believes strongly in 

“sharing her gifts.” Her tal-

ents for patience and loving 

collaboration are evident in 

her interests: 25-year mem-

bership in the Columbia River 

Corgi club, even Show Chair-

person for a west coast event; 

devoting care and rehabilita-

tion for the lifetime of an in-

jured horse (she even loved 

mucking out her stall); advis-

ing our high school YRUU 

program for a few years.  

Currently you will find her 

and Keith at the Community 

for Earth table on Sundays.  

Both are also busy attending 

theater. “Theater junkies!” 

she says. Chris’ pile of books 

at home display her curiosity 

about current political and 

social justice topics.  “I love 

Italian mysteries, too!” 

Chris joined The Alliance in 

2013. Look for her and Keith 

serving lunch at a future Alli-

ance meeting.  Find her again 

collaborating with our be-

loved congregants during the 

upcoming Greens Sale. 

  

MEMBER IN PROFILE: Chris Abernathy 

Chris Abernathy can claim 

true Oregon native creden-

tials, growing up in Portland, 

and graduating from Jeffer-

son High School and OSU. 

She taught English to Madi-

son High students; she loved 

them and their stories.  

Raised Christian Scientist, 

but always curious about 

theology, she enrolled in 

many college religion classes 

and asked “hard questions.” 

She left Christian Science 

behind some years before 

First Church began to play a 

major role in her life. 

Chris’ student teaching advi-

sor was Mary Bothwell, a 

member of First Church. Her 

teaching colleague was Tri-

cia Knoll, whose friendship 

sustained Chris during sig-

nificant events.  When Chris 

first sought a church in 

Ann Gormley continued 
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JOIN US! 

For only $20 a year in dues, 

members are enriched by 

fellowship, learning, and 

service to the First Unitarian 

community.   

To join, pick up a form at a 

monthly luncheon or email 

Petie Padden at 

petiepad@icloud.com.   

Visitors are always 

welcome. 

Find us online: www.firstunitarianportland.org/connection/affinity-groups/alliance                                               


