
 

 

 

 “What does The Alliance VP/Program Chair do?” I 
asked Eric Terrell. 
 “It’s fairly easy,” he told me. “Choose interesting, 
entertaining, educational, substantive, insightful, outstanding 
speakers who are exceptionally well-informed, well-spoken, 
tech-savvy and have a sense of humor.” 
 That is when I almost said no to this job! But realiz-
ing what an exciting challenge this could be, I agreed to co-
chair with Eric. 
 As a newbie on the Executive team—everyone else 
seems to have been First Church members for a gazillion 
years—I found myself uncertain about the difference between 
E-news and Fellowship news. Was the Yearbook the same as 
the Directory? Was Church E-News the same as Alliance E-
News? And why couldn’t I locate a First Church Membership 
directory? But I comforted myself with the knowledge that 
being a UU all my life, I was already pretty familiar with the 
values, goals and vision of the church. I knew that The Alli-
ance, like so many other church groups, was working to build 
the beloved community. 
 Because I’ve only been a church member since 2011, 
perhaps my best contribution to The Alliance will be to bring a 
new perspective to my task.  And thanks to all your wonderful 
suggestions for programs, I have been able to come up with a 
very long list of possible speakers.  In fact, way too many. 
(But keep those ideas coming!) 
 
Suzanne Kosanke  
 
VP and Program Co-Chair 
kosanke@hawaii.edu 

 

UPCOMING  

PROGRAMS 

December 6 

First Church’s own Noah 

Carr and Signe Lusk, 

“Musical Journeys in 

Black and White”  

 

January 10 (note date) 

Grace Kook-Anderson, 

Curator of NW Art,     

Portland Art Museum, 

“Northwest Women   

Modernists”  

 

February 7 

Leroy E Bynum Jr,, Dean, 

College of the Arts, PSU 

MEMBER IN PROFILE: Marilee Thompson 

LEADERSHIP NOTES: PROGRAMS 

Marilee Thompson has lived 

for 28 years on a quiet cul-de-

sac circled by a stand of tow-

ering Douglas Firs. Vine ma-

ples in full autumn color 

fringe the garden boundary. 

“We planted them—and all of 

this garden,” Marilee remem-

bers. A 4th generation Orego-

nian, she displays in her gar-

den a weathered, metal sculp-
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GREENS SALE  

Volunteer Sign-up To-

day—Last chance to help 

on set-up and sale days. 

We need you! 

Presale—Order wreaths 

and special greens at to-

day’s Alliance meeting.  

Additional opportunities on 

Sundays, November 19 & 

26  in Fuller and Buchan. 

Treasures & Boutique-

Bring items to special Holi-

day Boutique boxes in 

Fuller Hall on Sundays in 

November. All items must 

be received by November 

26. 

ture hinting of the female form 

and ‘clothed’ in metal butter-

flies. It is visible from the 

kitchen where open boxes and 

objects and papers cover sur-

faces.  Marilee is packing; she 

will move next month to 

Willamette View Manor. 

Neatly grouped on walls, pho-

tos display her husband and 

two sons, family events, 

Marilee’s paintings and fine 

needlework. Her framed, 

soft-pencil drawings of fam-

ily footwear (‘The Rain 

Boot’, ‘The Lawn Mowing 

Boot’) hang for viewing in 

the stairway. Marilee scrolls 

through her iPad photos to 

show the youngest family 

member, granddaughter      



 

 

Kyra, barely a month old! 

“I’m ready for the transition,” 

Marilee claims. “Everything 

just opened up.” The hoped-

for ground floor apartment 

overlooking the courtyard 

became available. She was 

already sorting all the belong-

ings of her recently-deceased 

mother. Her sister had just 

decided she was ready for 

retirement living. 

Marilee plans to be just as 

visible and helpful here at 

First Unitarian Church and 

The Alliance as she has al-

ways been since joining in 

1998. Volunteering for many 

seasons of Greens Sales and 

serving for 19 years with Lay 

Ministry, Marilee’s serene 

presence and thoughtful lis-

tening reveal her endless 

kindness. She recalls, “When 

I decided to listen [without 

assumptions] to people’s sto-

ries, everything  changed.” 

Care and Concerns are a con-

stant practice for her; she and 

Kirsten Pinet maintain a cal-

endar for rides and meals for 

those who need them. 

Marilee looks forward to easi-

er navigation and access to 

care at the Manor as Parkin-

son’s makes increasing de-

mands on her mobility. Her 

sister will live just a few 

floors away. She hopes the 

‘butterfly lady’ sculpture will 

accompany her move. 

 

 

band Gary departed Sacra-

mento in 2009 and settled in 

southwest Portland. In early 

spring 2017, Kathleen attend-

ed First Church for the first 

time. She had just heard the 

enthusiastic reports about our 

Children’s RE program from 

son Scott and daughter-in-law 

Jennie: Oscar loved kinder-

garten. 

Invited with other newcomers 

to stand on that first Sunday, 

Kathleen claims she “had 

never felt more welcome than 

when I stood up to face that 

sea of smiling faces!” She 

knew we were the community 

she wanted.  She joined First 

Church in April and The Alli-

ance in October. When asked, 

“Why so soon?” she answers, 

“why not? No reasonable re-

quest should be denied.” 

Kathleen admits she has al-

ways been curious about spir-

ituality. When she joined our 

church she decided to keep 

“saying yes to [experiences] 

as they present themselves.” 

She said “yes” - to Tai Chi, 

meditation, Quilts of Love 

Sew-Ins, baking tempting 

apple pies for the Auction, 

and just this past month, earn-

ing her ushering badge. She 

began to wonder if her quest 

for connection was reaching a 

new plane. “I knew I was 

searching for closer connec-

tions. I didn’t dream I might 

find them at church.” 

It didn’t take Kathleen long to 

discover and commit—right 

now—to Wellspring. So, we 

aren’t too surprised when she 

admits catching herself hum-

ming these days… ‘Spirit of 

Life.’  

  

MEMBER IN PROFILE: Kathleen Vinson 

Kathleen Vinson left Cathol-

icism behind many years ago 

and began a long period she 

describes as “apathetic ag-

nosticism.”  Following grad-

uation from Sacramento 

State, she volunteered with 

the Peace Corp and spent a 

brief time in Liberia. On her 

return she clerked for Sears, 

married, and raised a son, 

Scott. When he entered high 

school, she took up substitute 

teaching at the Independent-

Study High School she 

helped to create. During 

those years she always found 

time for the handcrafts she 

loves: baking luscious, flaky-

crust pies (famous for ap-

ple!) and piecing colorful 

quilts. 

Hoping for a grandchild and 

wishing to live closer to their 

son, Kathleen and her hus-

Marilee Thompson continued 
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JOIN US! 

For only $20 a year in dues, 

members are enriched by 

fellowship, learning, and 

service to the First Unitarian 

community.   

To join, pick up a form at a 

monthly luncheon or email 

Petie Padden at 

petiepad@icloud.com.   

Visitors are always 

welcome. 

Find us online: www.firstunitarianportland.org/connection/affinity-groups/alliance                                               


